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20 Years of Sharing, Connecting, Learning, Providing, Cooking, Growing!

As chairperson of the Board of
Directors | am pleased to bring
greetings and report to friends, members
and partners on our 20th anniversary.
CHEP brings people and resources
together to work on community food
security in the Saskatoon area. Our
experience proves that people want to
be engaged in cooking, growing, eating,
buying good food for themselves and
their families. As a young parent in the
infant nutrition research project told us,
People want to feel proud of who
they are and what they are able to
provide their families.

Itis to this end that CHEP has worked

in partnership and collaboration with
families, communities, schools and
government. Our experience and belief
is that the best way to help the most
people is to work on the root causes of
issues in the food and social system, and
to work in acommunity development
approachto nd solutions.

The Board of Directors acts on behalf of
the members and the community to
ensure that the organization continues
toworke ectively and diligently towards
achieving this mission. We develop an
annual performance plan for ourselves
and for the Executive Director. The
implementation of our communication
plan, developed last year, has allowed

us to provide additional focus on new

partnerships, on public messaging, and
on enhancing existing partnerships.

Our new logo and colours were nalized
after the last annual meeting. We tried
some new ideas to increase our pro le,
such as billboards on community
gardening, new displays, and more
media articles. This fall we held the  rst
annual BigCrunch and were delighted
with the interest from schools. More than
5,000 children participated in the event
that focuses on healthy local carrots. Our
goal inall of thisis to not only increase
awareness through activities but also

to increase understanding of our food
security analysis. Fundraising events are
another strategy to achieve this end and
our third annual event with students from
the College of Medicine, Think Global

- Eat Local , was very successful.

We are especially proud to be working
with several urban aboriginal
organizations  including CUMFI, the
Saskatoon Indian M@tis Friendship
Centre, and SUNTEP  and we continue
to work with rural First Nation and
M@tis communities. These partnerships
continue to be a priority with CHEP

as together we strive to ensure access
tohealthy food ata ordable prices.
Being here at the SIMFC, for this annual
meeting and for regular Good Food Box
packing days, is an honour for us.

Twenty years ago when CHEP was
founded, housing costs were identi ed
as one of the issues resulting in hunger.

Sadly, the situation today is not much
di erent than 20 years ago. Discussion
groups in the winter and early spring
shared the challenges of eating healthy
and adequately with the high cost of
rent keepingameal onthetableisa
challenge with the high cost of keeping
aroof over the head. Many families are
struggling to eat at all, let alone
healthy foods.

In the summer, we were pleased to
receive a renewal of our provincial
contract and additional support from

the United Way of Saskatoon. We are
appreciative of their trust and we work
hard to maintain good relationships with
fundersandtorunane ciente ective
and accountable organization.

Our future at Station 20\West  space
foro ces, for programs, acommunity
kitchen and cold storage area  continues
to be a priority and we commit time to
achieving this goal. We have plans to
enhance and scale up operations and
activities, creating a good food centre.

[ would like to thank the Board members
for their passion and leadership. The sta
continues to bring energy and talent

to the work of CHEP. The participants

and volunteers continue to inspire us.
My thanks to everyone for your support
over the past twenty years, and your
continued support as we strive to

reach our vision of obtaining a food
secure community. n

Financial Overview 2008-2009
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Funds withdrawn from reserve to cover overexpenditures. Audit conducted by Hergott Duval Stack Parners.

Audited nancial statements available online: www.chep.org orcall 0 ce at 655-4575.







